The Candidates Speak

The MTS School Board is made up of teachers, parents and partners of MTS.  The bylaws require the majority of the 9 seats on the Board to be filled by licensed teachers.  Board members are elected for three year terms.
There are three (3) open seats on the MTS School Board to be filled at this election.   Please take a moment to read the information that each of the candidates has provided about themselves.
Dan Delaney

Dan Delaney is a self made small businessman, whom owns his own IT consultation firm. He was born in Minneapolis, grew up in the cities, and graduated in Blaine. Daniel went to college for Information Technology, while serving his country in the National Guard. He was deployed for KFOR and SFOR deployments in early 2000’s, stateside. After returning home, he formed his first business, and started working in the IT field. He has been working there ever since. During his time in the military he noticed that a lot of the things people knew they learned in their early years of school. I am running to help continue that great expectation, of a quality education coming from our public education system. I firmly believe children should be taught the truth, no matter how harsh. I do not believe in restricting someone’s learning capacity just because something written goes against my beliefs. I personally feel to censor one’s ability to learn hurts the majority of us more than the individual. 

I am running to help keep our history of great strides in education going and try to keep those attending a step above the rest, and moving towards academic excellence, not just the status quo. 

If you have any more questions, feel free to email me at any time, Dan.Delaney@Hotmail.com.

Beth Ingberg

Hi, my name is Beth Ingberg and I teach Social Studies at the High School.  I have been teaching for 7 years, with the past 2 being at MTS.  I want to be on the board because I believe I can bring some good ideas and will make the best possible decisions for all of our families and schools.  My passion for working with inner city families began when I coordinated a youth program on the North side for 6 years.  I believe that experience will help me as a board member.  Thanks for your support!

Jeanae Jones

Greetings,
My name is Jeanae Jones, I am a parent of 4, 3 of which attend MTS Elementary and Middle School for the past 2 years.  I have been on the MTS board for the past year.  I was elected to fill in for a parent who moved out of state.
I am a firm believer and supporter of the youth and their education. I also believe that parent involvement is very important with the success of a child’s education. 
Before enrolling my children at MTS, I was an active parent at Friendship Academy of Fine Arts, assisting where ever I was needed to help with students and staff to create the passion and desire needed for children to learn and succeed. I also participated in fundraising and special events/projects sponsored by FAFA to help with the support of the school.
Now with my children attending MTS, I have the same goals and efforts in mind; to help create the passion and desire for the youth to learn and succeed in their education, as well as preparing them to be successful in life.
I am also currently on the LEAD for Charters committee at the Middle school with hopes to assist in the project to help the youth with their education as well.
Assisting where I am needed is what I believe in; helping the youth prepare for real life in school and their communities.
Thank you for your time and consideration.  I look forward to continuing on the board and working with you.
Sincerely,
Jeanae Jones
Linda Leonard

Daughter: sophomore in JROTC
Biography:

My family lives in East Phillips where I single parent five international adoptees ages 15-21.  I rented and then bought a house here in 1985 while attending graduate school at the U of M.  My advance degrees include a MA in ESL; a MA in curriculum and instruction; and a Ph D in education.  Prior to moving to Minnesota I taught high school in Washington State for eight years: ESL, French, German, and English.  During graduate school in Minnesota I taught education courses, supervised student teachers, and served as Assistant to the Dean at Bethel University.  For the past thirty years I have worked with non-profit groups serving the international student, scholar, immigrant, and refugee communities in Minnesota.  I am currently employed by InterFACE Ministries and volunteer with World Relief Minnesota.  Living in the East Phillips neighborhood has required my active participation in neighborhood organizing, crime control, and landlord-tenant relationships.  Our small family partnership manages sixteen neighborhood rental units occupied by a culturally diverse community including refugees from Nepal, international students from India, African American families, and Latin American families.  We manage them to keep them from slum lord oppression.

Strengths for contribution to the MTS Board.

· I have spent six years on the board of the East Phillips Neighborhood Association and learned about board member responsibilities as well as the importance of the governing documents and community involvement processes.  I am familiar with some parts of the city government as well as community based programs like Pillsbury United and Youth Link and Step-Up.

· I am a member of the East Phillips Cultural and Community Center Program Partnership which makes it possible for me to network with many other organizations as well as leadership in the Minneapolis Parks and Recreation organization.

· I have assisted homeless teens and helped them negotiate local and county resources.

· My work with refugees, immigrants, and international students as well as foreign languages and ESL assist me in understanding the needs of families from various cultural backgrounds.

· My classroom teaching experience and supervision of teachers contributes to my ability to assist in assessment and evaluation of programs and curriculum.

· My experience as a parent of five teens and young adults has led me through a variety of educational settings including Hennepin County family court, YEAH academy and home school, three public schools, four private schools, and three charter schools. This exposure to different administrations, faculty, and instructional programs give me a unique perspective.

· Several of my children have learning disabilities and have needed 501 plans and IEP assistance. 

· I have spent three years interacting with the administrators, faculty, and staff at MTS.  I have promoted the school in conversations with other community groups.

Areas of special interest:

Were I elected to the board I would want to know more about the schools and systems from the student, staff, faculty, and parent points of view.  Fundamental to academic success is understanding and meeting the needs of the students in regard to their cognitive as well as emotional and social development.  Targeting funds appropriately to faculty development and student needs seems important in meeting the challenges of student success. I would like to see how special education impacts the rest of the school achievement record.  I would also like to see foreign language added to some of the programs so students are better prepared for interaction with peers of other cultural and linguistic groups.

Kim Olin
My name is Kim Olin. I am the mother of a high school student who is involved in the DMA program. 
My desire to be a bigger part of MTS community stems from seeing my son change over the time he has been enrolled in MTS.  He has matured and found his niche in this school but also life, he has set his goals high and I am very proud of him. 
I originally lived in Southwest Minnesota and my experience with the public school was not a pleasant experience. The comparison of  MTC vs the other public schools I have been involved in is astronomically different. 
What can I bring to this board and overall to this school is something I have been thinking about extensively. 1.) School wide, I desire to serve and mentor students to the best of my ability. 2.) Be someone others  from the MTC parent to the outside community can come to bring problems, ideas, solutions and encourage communication.  
I believe the programs such as DMA, Health Care, to the trades help individuals think beyond just high school---they believe they can do anything they put their minds to.
Evans Onchiri

My name is Evans Onchiri. Currently, I am the special education teacher at the Middle School. I have been with MTS since 2007. Besides working entirely with middle school students, I have also helped with special education evaluations and planning at Banaadir Academy and worked with various teachers from different programs.
Working with our students, teachers, and parents has been one of the most fulfilling experiences in my entire teaching career. As our school district continues to grow, we are faced with new and unique challenges. Finding innovative ways to teach our students, narrowing the education achievement gap between low income and higher income students, and sending more our students to college are some of the challenges that are specific to our school district. 

I am running for the licensed teacher position because I believe that my background, experience, and willingness to work with all board members will allow me to make a special contribution to the MTS students and community at large.  If elected, I promise to be a better listener who will engage everybody on topics concerning our school affairs because I personally think that this is the only way of fulfilling our school district’s vision and mission.  I want to be part of the team that will set new goals to guide our school district towards academic excellence
Lynn Renville

My name is Lynn Renville and I have three children.   I am a self-employed entrepreneur.  A couple years ago I started an insurance business and I have a beautiful office in St. Cloud Minnesota.  Recently I also started an online business.  I did serve on my daughter’s school board for 3 years when she started in Kindergarten.  Corrinna is now a 7th grader going to Connections Academy.   I am also a mother to 4th grade daughter going to a private school and an infant son.   Both of my girls have attended private school since they started kindergarten.  The private school that my girls attended runs from K-6th grade.  When my oldest finished 6th grade I was faced with the decision on what I was going to do for the 7th grade.  My choices were private middle school at about $6500.00 + a year, in addition to the tuition for my other daughter.  Financially this was just not a viable option right now.  Another option was a regular traditional public school.  This also was not really an option for me for many reasons.  I thought about home schooling.  The problem with this option is I don’t have the time and I am not sure I would do justice educationally to the different subjects.  I don’t have a teaching degree.   The final option is online schools.   I didn’t know much about them so I rolled up my sleeves and did a lot of research.   After doing research I decided I would put Corrinna into Connections Academy with the mindset that if I didn’t like it or it was not going to work I would consider other options.  I was not prepared for the negative feedback and misconceptions that I got from her father or my family and friends.  The negative feedback was not based in fact but in fear.   This online school has surpassed my very high expectations.  After being in the school for the first semester my daughter loves it.  I love it.  Her father loves it.  We both agree we wish we had an option like this when we were in school!  I have talked to others about this school and I have a friend in Portland Oregon that has signed her daughter up for the second semester of this year because of being bullied.  
I feel I would be a good option for the school board because I am passionate about education and I have a very strong opinion of what our schools should be like.   I am a strong believer in Connections Academy and I would like to play some role in the development of what I think is the school of the future.   

Debbie Richter

There is no Bio available for this candidate
